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NVSD Honour Ensemble VSO Mentorship Program
Dear NVSD Secondary Band and Strings Students, 
We are pleased and honoured to invite you to participate in this year’s NVSD Honour Wind or Strings Ensemble Vancouver Symphony Orchestra (VSO) Mentorship Program. For the past 19 years, the North Vancouver has been privileged to work in partnership with the VSO. Every other year, selected high school students from all over the school district have had the opportunity to perform in this unforgettable concert. This is truly a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to rehearse and perform with some of the finest musicians in Canada.  In addition to rehearsing with your peers, you will also receive a sectional rehearsal, dress rehearsal and performance at the Orpheum Theater with the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra members.   
The nominated students will perform in a special prelude concert with members of the VSO on Saturday May 23rd at the Orpheum Theatre. They will rehearse at Handsworth Secondary and receive special clinics with Vancouver Symphony Orchestra members and the VSO’s current assistant conductor.  Your teacher must approve your application. 
If we have too many applicants for a section there may be an audition process for those sections.

Rehearsals and Concert Schedule:  
Honour Ensemble students will take part in eight to ten rehearsals (including VSO clinics and practice rehearsal with the VSO conductor) plus the onstage dress rehearsal on the day of the concert.  

All rehearsals except for the dress rehearsal will be at Handsworth Secondary School (1033 Handsworth Road) in the music room, room 1073, off the Grand Commons. Rehearsals are TBD in January- May 2026. 
The dress rehearsal and performance will be on Saturday, May 23rd 2026 at the Orpheum Theatre. We would be so grateful for your participation at all or any of these rehearsals and programming.
This year’s final performance date at the Orpheum Theatre with the VSO members will be Saturday May 23rd, 2026. 
Students must be individuals who demonstrate a high level of musical experience, passion, ability as well as the instrumentation required to create a balanced ensemble. We would also like to aim for representation from all band programs in our district. Please fill out the form attached below if they are interested in playing in the ensemble. 
Cost to Students: We expect the cost per student to be around $150 per student but this will be confirmed after we have completed nominations and have students committed to the programming. 
Here is the application link: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RtUantX4ek-GDic4Z6NToG-qj25xxedBrcHgh0uFkh9UMVVLRVZBTUdGMTFBRFg2WEUxMlVQNlBOWi4u 
 Please send us your application on the form listed above as soon as possible but no later than November 30th, 2025, so we can create an ideal ensemble. Once an ensemble has been created, copies of the music and student notices will be sent to your school. 
Sincerely, 
The NVSD Honour Ensemble Team
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