
Final AMA General Meeting Minutes
January 31, 2018

Present: Kerri Somerville, Heather Maconachie, Brett  Johnson, Shiela 
Balzer, Kirsten Clarke, Danielle Moore, Julie McNeil, Kathy Parasiuk, 
Katie Donnelly, Nahid Najafi, Ian Smith, Lianne Smith, Leslie Mak, Lynn 
Prestash, Azita Ahmadi, Ashmita Sisodracek, Audrey Yong

1. Welcome and Introduction

Kerri Somerville did the introductions.  She asked for volunteers 
to assist the AMA and be part of the community and your 
children’s lives by helping the AMA.

2. Motion to approve September 27, 2017 minutes

Motion to approve minutes, Kathy Parasiuk, seconded Lynn Prestash.  
Carried

3. President’s report

Cabaret is a go as we have a chair and some volunteers.   

4. Concert committee report

Everything is good.  The AMA raised $3,200 from Christmas concert, 
more than usual.  We charged $10 per head, and had access to square 
so people could pay by VISA.

5. Caparet report – Cabaret is proceeding!

Cabaret Chair Julie McNeil said lots of help still needed.  Co-chair is 
Ashmita Sisodracek.  They have enough people, but if there were one 
or two more people who could join, that would be perfect to share the 
load.  The first meeting is tomorrow evening.  To get in touch, send 
email to Cabaret email on the AMA website.  Even if your kid isn’t in 
Cabaret it’s great to volunteer for the night itself so parents with kids 
in it can see them!  Help promote Cabaret among friends and family.

6. Teacher’s report



Michelle Chan – spring concert and tour coming up.  Kids are busy with 
projects, but kids need to practice outside rehearsal.  Minimum 
practice 3 times a week for at least 30 minutes.

Frances Roberts – Went over all the events that the kids performed 
since October.  It was very busy and had many performances.  She is 
very excited about tour this year, which was done on budget.

7. Treasurer’s report

Leslie Mak, treasurer, presented his report.  Students raised about 
$30,000 for their trip, about $600 per kid.  Gave out bursaries.  Leslie 
is stepping down as treasurer after this year.  The AMA needs another 
treasurer for 2 year term.  It is good to know accounting.  Not a huge 
job, but if there are two people, it would be helpful.  Leslie willing to 
help out next year.  

8. Fundraising committee report

Sheila Balzer presented her fundraising report.  Sheila thanked the 
volunteers who helped.  Lots of Grade 8 and 9s participated, which was
great.  

This 2 year position remains vacant.  Someone needs to fulfill it.  

AMA also received some bonuses, such as gift cards from Purdy’s.  We 
had over $14,000 in Purdy’s orders, so they contributed money to 
bursaries.  We dealt with Save-On directly and made extra profits.  

Sheila asked parents to encourage kids to start fundraising early.  
Sheila has the binders of information that explains what needs to be 
done.  Sheila has updated the website that talks about things that can 
be done online, such as Spud and Two Rivers.  

The next fundraising we need to do soon is Purdy’s, so need to hand 
them out before spring break to make money for Easter.  One person 
could take that on now.

After spring break is another fundraising opportunity.  

Senior Tour committee 2020 starts soon.

Uniforms were ordered.  Many were able to buy used ones.  The AMA 
managed to purchase enough to get the volume discount.  Extra ties 
have all been sold.  



9. IT/Webmaster report

Brett reported that he’s updated the emails.  The website is up and 
running.  

10. Other business – AMA Constitution

New Society Act has required all society’s to transition.   Heather 
Maconachie is working on this and hopes to have the resolutions done 
by next general meeting.  She is trying to have her firm do this for free 
as it’s quite a lot of work.   

Julie asked if it was possible to add AMA donations to school website 
when you pay school fees on cashonline.

Frances reported March 14 concert is cancelled.

Lynn Prestash. - Senior band and jazz band class times:  Son in grade 
12 – discuss whether they can move band from early morning.  Son is 
in band and jazz, and it’s too early – four mornings a week.  Lots of kids
drop out because of it.  Hard to bus here that early in the morning.  
Frances explained needed x block to have their academic courses.  
When first was placed in x block, band program then was monstrous 
and so was needed to accommodate its size.  Choir is during the day.  
Band numbers are down, so room for discussion about changing it.  If 
it’s during the day, then it may be more popular.  Perhaps choir and 
band could alternate years.   This should be brought up with the 
principal.

11. Motion to Adjourn meeting

No other business.  Motion to adjourn by Sheila Balzer, seconded by 
Lianne Smith. Carried.


