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Argyle Music Association 

Annual General Meeting minutes, September 27, 2017

Present: Sheila Balzer, Yvonne Strilchuk, Dotrie Baptista, Kendra Green, Michelle 
Godin, Shan Bodie, Katie and Jill Donnelly, Omar Dharamsi, Alia Zaver, Richard 
Singh, Mary Choi, Michael Ferreira, Heather Abbey, Christine Pietrzyk, Alan Pietrzyk, 
Doris Danelson, Kristin Vanderkuip, Zena Poustie Wong, Mario Vasquez, Gail Mulder, 
Julie McNeil, Desiree Blume, Heather Skuse, Danielle Moore, Lisa Kury, Lianne Smith,
Allison Keir, Joanne Sattler, Lynn Prestash, Gillian Vandermeirsch, Gena Kleiman, 
Patrick Kerr, Azita Ahmadi, Deana Shahinkar, Nahid Najafi, Vicia Kerschbaumer, 
Anne Mak, Leslie Mak, Sarah Ballantyne, Kirsten Clarke, John Sullivan, Kerry 
Somerville

Welcome and introduction

AMA president, Kerry Somerville, welcomed everyone to the 2017 AMA AGM.  

Approval of May 24, 2017 general meeting minutes

Moved by Mike Ferrara and seconded by Lisa Curry: carried unanimously.

President’s report

President Kerry Somerville noted the tradition of excellence in the Argyle music 
program.  She noted the long-standing efforts of Francis Roberts, and welcomed and
introduced the “new Ms. Chan”, being Michelle Chan, to the group.

In her comments, President Somerville focussed on the importance of fundraising 
for this organization, not only for the trips, but also to raise funds for bursaries for 
financially challenged students as well as scholarships for graduating students (from
Cabaret).  In that regard, she noted that Sheila Balzer has been the fundraising 
chair for the last two years and is not standing for re-election. She noted the key 
importance of this position. She also noted that no one was presently standing for 
the very important position of vice President.  A number of comments were made in 
terms of gratitude for Ms. Balzer’s efforts. 

Kerry Somerville also noted the extent to which this organization forms a 
community-not only a community of students but also a community of the parents 
involved.  She then stressed that you can help not only your children and the 
community by getting involved but can also help yourself.

Election of executives

At this point, Ms. Somerville sought nominations for open positions on the 
executive.

No one put his or her name forward for fundraising chair. There was considerable 
discussion of the importance of this position as well as the fact that someone 
coming into it now would still have Sheila Balzer available to assist her or him with 
getting up to speed.  Ms. Balzer said this was why she had decided to not stand for 
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re-election – so that someone else can come into the position while she is still 
involved at Argyle and thus available to assist.  Kerry Somerville expressed the hope
that someone would put his or her name forward in the days ahead. 

Kerry Somerville then opened the nominations for Vice President.  Omar Dharamsi 
put his name forward.  No one else did so. Omar Dharamsi was acclaimed (with 
some fanfare).  

Kerry Somerville noted that Leslie Mak is in the second term of his two-year term 
and that if someone is interested in becoming Treasurer this is a great opportunity 
to shadow Leslie and learn the job from him. If someone is interested in shadowing 
Leslie with an idea taking on the position next year, she or he should let Kerry 
Somerville know. 

Kerry Somerville then opened the nominations for members at large. The following 
persons put their names forward: John Sullivan, Kendra Green, Sheila Balzer, and 
Kathy Parasuk.  All four persons were acclaimed as members at large.  

Teachers’ report

Francis Roberts provided an informative and highly entertaining slideshow about the
Argyle music program.  This included quotes from students about what the Argyle 
music program means to them.

Michelle Chan provided a report as well, noting the importance of home practice.  
Students should be practising a minimum of three times a week, with each session 
being at least  30 to 45 minutes.  She also noted that maintenance agreements 
should be returned by September 30.

Treasurer's report

Leslie Mak provided a report on the various aspects of the treasurer's duties, as well
as many aspects of the AMA fundraising activities.  He noted that the only funds 
that the AMA actually collects for itself is the money from passing the hat at 
concerts. Other money is ear-marked for specific things. For example, Cabaret is ear
marked for scholarships.   He reported the concert revenue was $6,178.62 last year.
He noted that this covers many things such as Saint Andrews Wesley church as well 
as Mount Seymour United Church.  He noted other items such as website cost, as 
well as bursaries which last year amounted to $2,280-which was the largest amount
paid out that Leslie has seen. He noted that this is paid out to students 
anonymously to help them with band expenses, such as the Banff trip and so on.  
He also noted that in those years when we raise more than we spend, the AMA put 
money aside for capital expenditures in the new school. At present there is $15,000 
in GICs.  

The motion to accept the financial report and financial statements was moved by 
Omar Dharamsi and seconded by Lisa Currie.    It was carried unanimously.

Fundraising committee report

Ms. Balzer provided the fundraising committee report.  She outlined the many 
excellent activities that she and other members did on behalf of the AMA this past 
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year.  This included sorting over 14,000 chocolates with the help of Daniel, Lisa, 
Naheed and others.   She noted that the fall fundraiser is traditionally the largest 
fundraiser of the year and the packages go out next week.

Since Ms. Balzer took over the position in the Fall of 2015, more than $266,500 of 
sales have gone through the AMA, earning over $35,000 that got allocated to more 
than 330 students’ accounts. Ms. Balzer stressed that now is the time to pass the 
role to another while she is still available to support and help.  The AMA Fundraising 
role is a critical piece to what the AMA does to support the Argyle Music program.

Concert Coordinator Report

Kirsten provided the group with a report on the many interesting and enjoyable 
concerts that the Argyle bands provide over the course of the year.

Cabaret report

Sarah provided the report with respect to this year's Cabaret.

This year's theme will be jukebox related.  We are looking for volunteers because 
many past Cabaret volunteers have retired.  She discussed that this is an enjoyable 
project and with a group of people not too onerous. The group will start meeting in 
January. Cabaret will be May 12, 2018.  Once again this will be held at Mulgrave 
which, Francis Roberts noted, is not only nicer than the Argyle gym but (believe it or
not) but also cheaper.

Uniforms report

Sheila Balzar provided a report with respect to the new uniforms.  This involves a 
mixture of maroon dresses or a black outfit with the maroon tie, for grade 11 and 12
students.   Forms are coming out this week for the grade 11 and 12 students who do
not yet have their uniforms. We need the uniforms in place for the November 17 
concert at the Chan Theatre. The younger grades wear black pants and white top 
for band, and solid black for choir.  Additional colour could be considered down the 
road if the students want.  Shoes must be all black- vans do not make the grade.

IT/webmaster report

Brent Johnston provided a report with respect to his extensive efforts to provide us 
with the website that we enjoy at AMA.  He said that this took about 100 hours of 
his time your last year, but that now that it is up and running he expects that it 
should take less going forward.

Other business

President Somerville noted the volunteer sheet that was being passed around and 
urged people to fill this in.   She also noted that nobody is doing Cool Notes as of 
right now. The first concert is in November and there won't be any Cool Notes 
unless someone steps forward.  

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:35 PM.
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