
Welcome to the first Music Concert of the 
2015-2016 School Year.  I want to extend a particu-

larly warm welcome to the parents and families of our new Grade 8 stu-
dents, and to celebrate the beginning of an exciting five year journey as 
your children navigate their way through various music ensembles and 
mature as young musicians.  By virtue of your child’s involvement in Ar-
gyle Music, you are a member of the Argyle Music Association.  

So welcome to the AMA!

COOL      NOTES

We are very excited to Welcome tWo neW 
teachers to the music department

Diana Chan &
Amy Stephen

You will find a proper introduction to 
Diana and Amy in this edition of Cool 
Notes.  For those of you who were at 
Argyle last year, Amy will need no in-
troduction as she provided such able 
and enthusiastic coverage for Frances 
in 2014-2015.  And, of course, we are 
so grateful to have Frances Roberts 
back with us after her sabbatical last 
year.  Her solid leadership has been 
so important during this time 
of change, and her cheerful de-
meanor and belief in her students’ 

abilities is such an inspiration to all of 
us.  We are so fortunate to have a trio 
of gifted and dedicated teachers to lead 
our students.  Please take every oppor-
tunity to thank them for their commit-
ment and hard work.

At our recent AMA Annual
General Meeting...

Held on September 30th, we elected:
 Ӻ Robert Molag to a 1 year term as 
Treasurer

 Ӻ Sheila Balzer as Fundraising Chair 

Other parents joining the AMA 
team include:
Caroline Clarke

 Concert Coordinator
Stacey Seddon

 Cool Notes Editor
Winter
2015

AMA
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R obert  h a s  b e e n  Trea s urer 
f or  t h e  l a st  two  y e ars.  

As an accountant by profession, he 
has provided invaluable input and 
leadership to get our finances shipshape.  
We are grateful for his willingness to 
help out for one more year and to train 
his successor who, believe me, is not 

half as able in financial matters!

SHEILA HAS TAKEN OVER THE 
BIG JOB OF FUNDRAISING 

from Tracey Lazenby.  You will be hear-
ing a lot more from Sheila as we get the 
big Fall Fundraiser going.  There are lots 
of new ideas to help our students raise 
funds for various trips and the Interna-
tional Music Tour.  As this is always a 
big undertaking, we are calling for lots 
of parent volunteers to help Sheila and 
her team get things organized.  
Please let Sheila know that you can help 

at fundraising.ama@gmail.com.

We are 
also very 

glad to have 
Stacey helping 

us out with 
Cool Notes.

Evidence of her ability is right 
in front of your eyes!  In ad-
dition to the greetings and 
information that have always 
been part of Cool Notes, Sta-
cey is introducing other ele-
ments to make the newsletter 
even more useful and infor-
mative.  Please seek her out 
and let her know how much 
you like what she has done.  
In addition to Cool Notes, 
Stacey has also provided lead-
ership in other areas includ-
ing spearheading an exciting 
student contest to design a 
new logo for Argyle Music.

Could you help?
The AMA needs baskets and donations for door prizes to 
give away at our concerts.
A great way to donate is to use store loyalty points from 
stores like Save On, Superstore etc to get gift cards that can 
be given as door prizes.
Please contact argylemusicsec.ama@gmail.com
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We have a new initiative for 2015-16 which is to
launch a new website for Argyle Music.

Work is underway by an Argyle Music student to get the site up and running.  
We would like to use this site as our central point to promote Argyle Music, to 
disseminate information about the Program, Concerts and other community-
related events, and to curate videos, audio recordings and photographs.  While 
we have capable students to build the site, we are looking for a parent to be our IT 
Manager and Webmaster.  While some knowledge about websites would be useful, 
deep technical knowledge isn’t necessary.  Please let me know if you can help us in 
this area.

One final “ask”.  If you haven’t already given us your email address, please take a 
minute to do so at the end of the concert.  We have sign-up sheets at the desk right 
by the entrance to the Gym.  Alternatively, you can email me at

argylemusicsec.ama@gmail.com
Due to privacy rules, the only way we can get your email address is if you give it 
to us.  This will allow us to send you information and reminders about all things 
relating to Argyle Music.  

Thank you for being here tonight and for your support of Argyle Music.
Leslie Mak

President, AMA

If you wish to access your child’s Travel Account to pay for the upcoming
Vernon Trip

please look at the information contained in the following website under ‘Forms’

http://www.sd44.ca/school/argyle/Parents
Click ‘Parents’ -> ‘PAC’ -> Argyle Music Associtation -> Fundraising

If you have any questions please email either
the Treasurer at amatreasurer@gmail.com

or the Secretary at argylemusicsec.ama@gmail.com



4

Meet our teacHers...

Frances Roberts has been teach-
ing secondary choral music at Argyle Sec-
ondary in North Vancouver for the past 
24 years!  She directs 4 concert choirs 
and 2 vocal jazz/ chamber ensembles.  

What have you done?
This past summer in collaboration with 
her UBC professor Dr. Graeme Langager 
and a few other local choral specialists 
they started a four- day intensive choral 
conductors workshop called “Inspirare”.

Over the years her school choirs have 
toured extensively and have been fortu-
nate enough to be selected to appear with 
the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, 
Vancouver Chamber Choir, Vancouver 
Welsh Men’s Choir as well as appear-
ing as a showcase choir for the Canadian 
Rocky Mountain Festival in Banff. Her 
Senior Vocal Ensemble has workshopped 
recently with Eric Whitacre, Robert 
Sund, “Rajaton” from Finland, “The Idea 
of North” from Australia and the “Swing-
le Singers” from U.K.  She is thrilled to be 
a part of this year’s collaborative and cre-
ative teaching team at Argyle and is look-
ing forward to another eventful year!

And now?
Currently Mrs. Roberts is teaching 
mornings at Argyle and then leaves ev-
ery lunch to travel to UBC for classes 
towards her Master’s in Music Degree, 
specializing in Choral Conducting. 
She is singing in the 40 voice Univer-
sity Singers choir, she is TA for the 120 
voice Choral Union and is the director 
of the 50 voice UBC Men’s Choir and 
is part of a Graduate Seminar  course 
with her conducting cohort.

 

Mrs. Roberts is very grateful for the dedicated 
parents that keep working diligently for the 
Argyle Music program. She is thankful for 
an amazingly supportive school admin 
team and, is excited every day to work 
with her students and appreciates how 
understanding they are of her time con-
straints and responsibilities this year.

She loves being a 
student again and feels 
inspired and motivated 
to improve her teaching 

and inject new ideas and 
energy into the Argyle 

music program. 
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Fast Facts with Mrs Roberts
• Every Christmas season she directs the Argyle Alumni choir, made up of 

grads dating back to the 1990’s
• She is on the faculty of the West Coast Amateur Musicians Family Summer 

Camp held at Quest University in Squamish for over 15 years
• She is the director for Genesis II Youth Choir at Highlands United Church
• In 2013 she was honoured to be director of the B.C. Youth Choir for 

B.C.Choral Federation at Chorfest 2013
• She is a clinician for BC Music Educators, BC Choral Federation, and the As-

sociation of Canadian Choral Communities and has has adjudicated exten-
sively in B.C. and Alberta.

Diana Chan is a musician 
and music educator who strongly values 
individual growth and development and 
believes in the power of community. 
Diana believes that a strong music 
program is not only about learning 
about music and achieving excellence 
in performance, but is also about 
individual growth (as musicians and 
human beings) and the importance 
of collaborating and supporting each 
other within an ensemble.

A recent graduate from UBC, 
Diana completed her B. Mus in 2014 
with a concentration on Oboe. After 
completing her Bachelor of Music, Diana 
pursued her Bachelor of Education, 
and upon graduation, received an 
Outstanding Practicum Award from 
the faculty. In addition to oboe, Diana 
has an extensive background in piano. 
Diana has been an active teacher in the 
past five years, teaching piano and oboe 
in her private studio while also leading 
numerous oboe clinics and workshops 
in various schools and festivals across 
the Lower Mainland. Aside from 
teaching, Diana remains an active 
musician and can occasionally be seen 
performing with local wind ensembles 
and orchestras. con’t
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Fast Facts with Ms Chan
She is the recipient of the UBC Medal (in 
Music) as the head of the graduating class 

in the Bachelor of Music degree.

She has received A.R.C.T. Diplomas in both 
Piano Performance and Piano Pedagogy 
from the Royal Conservatory of Music.

She worked as a coach and assistant 
conductor with the UBC Concert Winds 
ensemble, and has been invited to work 

with a number of adult community bands. 

Diana is thrilled to 
have the opportunity 
to work with students 

involved in concert 
and jazz bands in the 
Argyle Music Program 

and would like to 
thank the students and 
parents for their warm 
welcome to the school. 

Amy Stephen , B.Mus., B.Ed., teaches Choir 10, Band 8, Strings 8-12 and 
Drama at Argyle. She has been an educator in the BC school system for 8 years, 
and before that spent 20 years as a professional performer and musician after 
receiving her degree in music at UBC. A vocalist, pianist, published songwriter/
composer, music theatre performer, recording artist and celtic music afficio-
nado, Amy is extremely pleased to be working at Argyle again this year!

Q: How many conductors does it take to screw in a light bulb? 
A: No one knows, no one ever looks at her.

Q: Why do people play trombone? 
A: Because they can’t move their fingers and read music at the same time.

Q: How can you tell when a trumpet player is at your door? 
A: They can’t find the key, and they never know when to come in.
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Still want to participate?  Deadlines for online orders of QSP Magazines and Entertain-
ment Books can be extended until January 8th.  Instruction details can still be found on 
the Argyle School website (search AMA Fundraising), packages in the music rooms or 

call/email Sheila at fundraising.ama@gmail.com and 604-984-9684 

Distribution Date:  Thursday Dec. 3rd  from 3pm - 5:45pm in the Argyle Cafeteria
Volunteers will be meeting 11 am to get started with sorting & collating all the goodies.
And a huge thank you to all the volunteers…every bit helps and is much appreciated.

Another AMA Fundraising opportunity will occur again in the Spring of 2016

OUT OF A POSSIBLE
374
music
students 110 

PARTICIPATED 
in the                   

Fall Fundraiser 2015
The total raised is more than
$12,000 in profits
with the highest earners earning around
$800  each for their upcoming tour.

4 students earned in excess of $500…and the average was just over $100 each

Purdy’s
CHOCOLATES

was the biggest seller and now 
we know what $14,000+ worth 
of chocolate looks like…
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On nOvember 10, Argyle held its remembrAnce dAy ceremOny
The Argyle Music program played an integral part in the service, providing the melodies and 
voices in the school’s singing of Oh Canada, as well in as other ceremonial pieces. Music is 
important in the Remembrance Day ceremony as it appeals to the emotional 
side of the brain-in contrast with the cognitive aspect of our mind. 
Through the power of music, the choir and band was able to 
provide students the opportunity to reflect on Canada’s contribution 
to the wars. The band played a tune called “Band of Brothers” 
to commemorate the soldiers who fought in WWII, while the choir 
sang a musical rendition of John Mcrae’s famous poem, “In Flander’s Fields.”
These songs invited students to take a moment and consider the sacrifices made to preserve our 

freedoms- freedoms that allow us to live in peace, attend school, and perform music.

The BCMEA puzzle
- by Jennifer Kim, Gr. 11

Wow! Were the ensembles like a slap in the 
face, so much music in so little time. Tons 
of talented musicians that were equal to you 
if not better. Every solo wanting to be tak-
en, every opportunity waiting to be seized. 
There were 5 honour ensembles total. Con-

cert band, concert choir, jazz band, vocal jazz 
-the one I was in- and orchestra (strings). It 

all seemed so overwhelming at the time.
There were only 4 people from our school 

going; David Hodgson, Evan Gratham, Dan-
ny Choi and I.

It wasn’t hard to make fast friends with ev-
eryone. I mean how couldn’t you get along 
with people who all loved the same thing you 
did? Every reference, every joke and every 
word absorbed and understood! It was like 
this was where we all belonged. We were all 
a piece of the giant puzzle of music. A silly 

metaphor, I know, but very true.

Although our skill levels were almost iden-
tical, there was still room for creativity and 
individuality! Every musician was given the 
chance to learn, play, sing and most of all, 
flourish!  We developed our styles, exchanged 
techniques. Each one of us became a better 
version of ourselves, with the help of many 
music teachers and special guests of course.

We were one. One voice. One sound.

I think the best part for me personally 
weren’t only the relationships we made  
there but the connections we were able to 
build. Maybe even lifelong connections. I 
still meet up with my friends from the hon-
our ensembles. We are now organizing our 
own gigs and might possibly perform at the 

Christmas market in Vancouver!
I can’t believe I was lucky enough to be a part 

of the BCMEA honour ensembles in grade 
11. I can’t wait to do it all again in grade 12!
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IF asked in June about highlights of the year, many choir students 
would tell you about the choral retreat. The retreat is a two day 

trip to Camp Luther, complete with campfire in the evening and 
sleep deprivation in the morning, that all of Senior Concert Choir 
partakes in early in the school year. It’s an important part of the choir 
program, primarily because it is so fun, but it’s also a vital part of the 
program in terms of team building. Be it by way of trust 
exercises or four AM sleepwalkers, everyone made new 
connections and built new friendships this year, as tends 
to happen every year on retreat. These friendships and 
mutual understandings make for amazing outcomes 
in our music. Every vocal group has their own sound, 
and with the help of a clinician – this year’s was the 
Great and Mighty Dr.  Graeme Langager of UBC – 
we were able to build and develop ours.

C
H
O
I
Retreat

Argyle Goes to the VSO!
On December 4, 2015, students in Grade 9 and 10 band will have an opportunity to watch 
the musicians of the Vancouver Symphony at work through VSO’s open rehearsal program, 
Symphony Encounters. 

The students will be travelling to the beautiful Orpheum Theatre located in Downtown 
Vancouver where they will have the opportunity to discover what it takes to produce 
a professional concert. Works in the program include Jordan Pal’s Burn, Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 4, and Dvořák’s Violin Concerto in A minor. In addition to observing the 
open rehearsal, students will have an opportunity to meet and speak with one of the 
musicians from the VSO. This will be a wonderful opportunity for students to listen to live 
music in a beautiful space while also learning how rehearsals work in a professional setting.

We are seeking parent volunteers to join us for the VSO Symphonic Encounters. If you 
are interested in being a parent chaperone for the event, please email me dchan@sd44.ca



Argyle Senior Christmas Concert
Tuesday December 15th at 7:30 pm
St. Andrew’s Wesley
Downtown Vancouver
This concert involves the Concert Choir, Vocal Ensemble, Concert Band and 
the Alumni Choir and it is always a magnificent event.  Please come out for a 
wonderful evening of Christmas Music in a beautiful setting.

We need parent volunteers to help with the concert.
Please contact Concert Coordinator Anna Wong if you are 
able to help by sending an email to
argylemusicsec.ama@gmail.com.

Chor Leoni’s free MYVoice choral 
program for guys age 12 - 20
is now open and we would love to have Argyle guys join us. 
MYVoice is designed to happen outside of school hours, within a 
short commitment timeframe (10 rehearsals), and with the intent 
to help guys who may never have sung before experience what we 
all know is a life changing experience.

Rehearsals (10 of them) start in January
MYVoice is completely FREE of charge (and there are donuts at every rehearsal!)

North Shore - directed by Frank Lee
Carson Graham Secondary

Thursday rehearsals begin January 7 @ 6pm 


